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CHAPTER 753
CIRCUIT COURTS

753.01 Termof office. 753.077 Preservation of judgments.
753.016 Judicial circuit for Milwaukee County 753.09 Jury.
753.03 Jurisdiction of circuit courts. 753.10 Attendance of dicers, pay; opening court.
753.04 Writs, how issued; certiorari. 753.19 Operating costs; circuit court.
753.05 Seals. 753.22  When court to be held.
753.06 Judicial circuits. 753.23 Night and Saturday sessions.
753.061 Court; branch; judge. 753.24 Where court to be held.
753.065 Naturalization proceedings, venue. 753.26 Office and records to be kept at county seat.
753.07 Circuit judges; circuit court reporters; assistant reporters; salaries; reti®3.30 Clerk of circuit court; duties, powers.
ment; fringe benefits. 753.32 Clerks, etc., not to be appraisers.
753.073 Expenses. 753.34 Circuit court for Menominee and Shawano counties.
753.075 Reserve judges; service. 753.35 Rules of practice and trial court administration.

753.01 Term of office. The term of dice of every elected cir essaryfurniture and supplies and make provision fongsessary
cuit judge is 6 years and until the successor is electedu@ald expensesnd operation.

fied, commencing with the August 1 next succeedinggtaetion. (5) CwviL service. The board of supervisors and county civil

o Clictory: 1975 ¢. 61178 199,422, 1977 c. 18%.92 Stats. 1977 5. 753.01983  service commission shathake suitable reclassifications in posi

Thelegislature cannot, after a judge has been elected to a new branch, advanc'yéqunéS in said county to accomphsthe purpose of SUbSS) to (5)

startingdate and the end of the judgéérm. 58 AttyGen. 97. History: 1975 c. 39199, 1977 c. 187%s.92, 135 1977 c. 449Stats. 1977 s.
753.016;1979 c. 105s.60 (13) 1981 c. 96353 1985 a. 1761995 a. 201

753.016 Judicial circuit for Milwaukee  County . (1) This 753.03 Jurisdiction of circuit courts.  The circuitcourts

sectionapplies only in the judicial circufor Milwaukee County havethe general jurisdiction prescribed for themehticle VII of

.(2L|COURT ROOM; OFZ‘%‘?- T'E]e %ou_r;tyhbﬁard s_gallhprovidethe constitution and have power to issue all writs, process
suitablecourt rooms and btes, thesherif shall provide the nec -, mmjssiongrovided inarticle VIl of the constitution or by the

essarydeputy sherf asattending dicers under $59.27 (3)and  g¢attes or whichmay be necessary to the due execution of the
theclerk of the circuit court shall provide a Scient number of powersvested in them. The circuit courts have power to aedr
deputy clerks for all the judges and branches of the court.  geterminewithin their respective circuits, all civil and criminal
(3) DEPARTMENTOFFAMILY CONCILIATION. (a) There is created actionsand proceedings unless exclusive jurisdiction is given to
a_d_epartmen_t of family cor_u:lllatlon _un_der the dlre_ctlon and sup&jome other court; and they have all the powers, accordithg to
vision of a director of family conciliation. The director shall: ysagef courts of law and equitpecessary to the full ambm:

1. Receive all marital complaints and make a proper dispopletejurisdiction of the causes and parties and the full and com
tion thereof; pleteadministration of justice, and to carry intdeet theirjudg-

2. Make investigations of the faaipon which to base war ments,orders and other determinations, subjecetéew by the
rantsin the cases hereinbefore specified and in all atiatters court of appeals or the supreme court as provided by lahe
duly referred to said department; courtsand the judges thereof have power to award all such writs,

3. Exercise such supervisiamconnection with the exercise processand commissions, throughout the state, returnable in the
by said courtof its jurisdiction as the judges thereof may dulyfoper county
order. History: 1977 c. 18%.92; Stats. 1977 s. 753.08983 a. 192

. . Thecircuit courts are constitutional courts with plenary jurisdiction. Theyado
(b) All persons in this department shall ke=yeh records as dependsolely upon statute for their powers. However in certain cases with vast social
may be provided by lawThe court may by order close the filegamificationsnot addressed by statute, pruderezgiires the courts to refuse to exer
. . s cise theifjurisdiction. As such, circuit courts are prohibited from exercising jurisdic
of matters befo_re the court if the court c_ietermlnespbbhcatlon tion regarding sterilization of incompetents. Miatter of Guardianship of Eberhardy
of the matters is contrary to public policfhe court maynake 102Wis. 2d 539307 N.Ww2d 881(1981).

suchother orders as may be in the interest of children in such maBecausecourts haveexclusive criminal jurisdiction, criminal clges against a
tersand the public morals defendantvere not collaterally estopped even though a parole revocation hearing

) . examinerconcluded that the defendan#icts did not merit parole revocation. State
(c) The department shall have such investigaerare autho V. Spanbauel08 Ws. 2d 548322 N.W2d 511 (Ct. App. 1982).
rized by the county board of supervisors of the couityeinves

tigators shall be appointed by the courtpartment under s. /23:04 Writs, how issued; certiorari. ~ All writs issued
4%.215 PP y rep from the circuit court shall be in the name of the state ist@h-

(€) The county board of supervisathe county shall provide sin, shall bear date the day they are issued, be attested in the name

for such assistants, stenographic and otherwise, as needed to égg J;Jhdgneiﬁftagencéﬁ:'tgpthwgfﬁ el?$3(§ dé %?ctjr:gtgg{ﬁt '(S)fn: S:(;TS
the director of family conciliation in carrying out the purpose PO Judg PP

subs(3) to(5) particularly in regard to the proper disposait r the chief justice of the supreme court, be returnable on a date
tal complaints. The director and all other persons in the depargertalnwhlch is not more than 60 days from the date of issuance,

. nlessotherwise directed by Igwy the judge or byule of court,
mentshall be appointed by the county department unde. 813 be signed by the clerk, sealed with the seal of the court and

exceptin cases oth_erW|s<_a expressly provided for _ directedto some dfcer or persorauthorized to serve or execute
(f) All public officers in said county shall refer all domestighe yyrits. All writs of certiorari issued to review any action taken
complaintsmade to them to said director of the department gi, 5 county board, town board, common council of any city or
domesticconciliation who shall dispose of all matters before it igg5rqof trustees of any village, or any record lawfully in the cus
propermanner _ ) tody of a county clerk, town clerk, city clerk or village clerk may
(4) EquipmeNT. The board of supervisors of said county shalle addressed to and served upon the proper county clerk, town
furnishsaid courtand said department of family conciliation, theslerk, city clerk or village clerk, respectivelwho shall make
judges officers and employees thereof with suitabeommoda returnthereto.
tions,adequately centralized and consolidated, and withe&lse  History: 1977 c. 18%.92; 1977 c. 449Stats. 1977 s. 753.04.
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753.04 CIRCUIT COURTS Updated 13-14Wis. Stats. 2

A certiorari actiorexists only to test the validity of judicial or quasi-judicial deter
minations. It does not allow for answers, denials, or defenses by the respoltdent.
kel v. Village of Germantowrn218 Wis. 2d 572581 N.W.2d 552(Ct. App. 1998),
97-3347

(b) Door County The circuit has 2 branches.
(c) Kewaunee CountyThe circuit has one branch.
(d) Marinette County The circuit has 2 branches.

753.05 Seals. The circuit courts in theeveral counties shall  (€) Oconto CountyThe circuit has 2 branches.
haveseals,and they may direct and from time to time alter the (f) Outagamie CountyThe circuit has 7 branches.
inscriptionsanddevices thereon; and the respective county boards(g) Waupaca CountyThe circuit has 3 branches.

shall furnish such seals as shall teelered; and when any such  (9) WiTHIN THE 9TH JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT. (C)
courtshall be unprovided with a seal the judge may authorize fagrenceand Forest counties. The circuit has one branch.
useof any temporary seal or of any device by way of seal until a d) Iron County The circuit has one branch

sealshallbe so provided. The seals now in use by said courts shall( L )

continueto be the seals thereof until others shall be provided (€) |jan9|ade COUﬂIyThe.cwc.wt has one branch.
accordingto law (f) Lincoln County The circuit has 2 branches.

History: 1977 c. 18%.92; Stats. 1977 s. 753.05.

753.06 Judicial circuits.
circuitsas follows:

(1) WITHIN THE 1ST JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT. (&)
Milwaukee County The circuit has 47 branches.

(2) WITHIN THE 2ND JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT. (a)
KenoshaCounty The circuit has 8 branches.

(b) Racine CountyThe circuit has 10 branches.
(c) Walworth County The circuit has 4 branches.

(3) WITHIN THE 3RD JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT. (&)
JeffersonCounty The circuit has 4 branches.

(b) Ozaukee CountyThe circuit has 3 branches.
(c) Washington County The circuit has 4 branches.
(d) Waukesha CountyThe circuit has 12 branches.

(4) WITHIN THE 4TH JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT. (&)
CalumetCounty The circuit has one branch.

(b) Fond du Lac CountyThe circuit has 5 branches.
(c) Manitowoc County The circuit has 3 branches.
(d) Sheboygan CountyThe circuit has 5 branches.
(e) Winnebago County The circuit has 6 branches.

(5) WITHIN THE 5TH JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT. (&)
DaneCounty The circuit has 17 branches.

(b) Green CountyThe circuit has 2 branches.

(bn) Lafayette CountyThe circuit has one branch.

(c) Rock County The circuit has 7 branches.

(6) WITHIN THE 6TH JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT. (&)
AdamsCounty The circuit has one branch.

(am) Clark County The circuit has one branch.

(b) Columbia County The circuit has 3 branches.

(c) Dodge County The circuit has 4 branches.

(d) Green Lake CountyThe circuit has one branch.
(e) Juneau CountyThe circuit has 2 branches.

(f) Marquette County The circuit has one branch.

(g) Portage CountyThe circuit has 3 branches.

(h) Sauk County The circuit has 3 branches.

(j) Waushara CountyThe circuit has one branch.

(k) Wood County The circuit has 3 branches.

(7) WITHIN THE 7TH JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT. (&)
Buffalo and Pepin counties. The circuit has one branch.
(b) Crawford County The circuit has one branch.

(c) Grant County The circuit has 2 branches.

(d) lowa County The circuit has one branch.

(e) Jackson CountyThe circuit has one branch.

() La Crosse CountyThe circuit has 5 branches.

(h) Monroe County The circuit has 3 branches.

(hm) Pierce CountyThe circuit has one branch.

(i) Richland County The circuit has one branch.

(j) Trempealeau CountyThe circuit has one branch.
(k) Vernon County The circuit has one branch.

(8) WITHIN THE 8TH JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT. (&)
Brown County The circuit has 8 branches.

The state is divided into judicial br

(g9) Marathon CountyThe circuit has 5 branches.
(h) Menominee and Shawano counties. The circuit has 2
anches.
(i) Oneida County The circuit has 2 branches.
()) Price County The circuit has one branch.
(k) Taylor County The circuit has one branch.
(L) Vilas County The circuit has one branch.
(10) WITHIN THE 10TH JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT. (&)
AshlandCounty The circuit has one branch.
(am) Barron County The circuit has 3 branches.
(b) Bayfield County The circuit has one branch.
(c) Burnett County The circuit has one branch.
(d) Chippewa CountyThe circuit has 3 branches.
(e) Douglas CountyThe circuit has 2 branches.
(f) Dunn County The circuit has 2 branches.
(g) Eau Claire CountyThe circuit has 5 branches.
(i) Polk County The circuit has 2 branches.
()) Rusk County The circuit has one branch.
(k) St. Croix County The circuit has 4 branches.
(L) Sawyer County The circuit has one branch.

(m) Washburn County The circuit has one branch.

History: 1971 c. 2631977 c. 18%.92; 1977 c. 449Stats. 1977 s. 753.06981
c.317 1983 a. 506538 1987 a. 75403, 1989 a. 65336, 1991 a. 3239, 71, 269,
1993a. 2131995 a. 2251997 a. 27203 1999 a. 92001 a. 382007 a. 2028, 2015
a.196 s. 35.17 correction in (7) (f).

753.061 Court; branch;judge. (1) In each judicial circuit,
eachjudgeship shall be given a branch numb&achbranch
constitutesa circuit court with all the powers and jurisdiction pos
sessedby circuit courts in circuits having one judge oralgd may

be designated in all papers and proceedings either by its respective
numberor by the name of its presiding judge.

(2) The chief judge of the 1gudicial administrative district
shall designate 2 circuit court branches that will primarily handle
casegthat involve a violation of cH61 involving a controlled
substancéncluded in scheduleor Il under ch961 or a controlled
substancenalog of a controlled substance included in schedule
I or Il under ch961

(2m) Thechief judge of the 1st judicial administrative district
is authorized to designatedircuit court branches to primarily
handleviolent crime cases that involve a violation 0839.63 if
afelony is committed while armed, and of 840.01to 940.03
940.05 940.06 940.225943.23 (1g)and943.32 (2) If the cir
cuit court branches are designated under this subsection, 2 shall
beginto primarily handle violent crime cases on September 1,
1991,and 2 shall begito primarily handle violent crime cases on
Augustl, 1992.

History: 1977 c. 4491979 c. 1751989 a. 121122, 1991 a. 391993 a. 921995
a.27,448 2001 a. 1092003 a. 332015 a. 55

Eachcourt branch is endowed under s().with the full powers of a circuit court
andhas the same powers as every other branch. DrSshwarz225 Ws. 2d 362
592N.W.2d 623(1999),97-1867

753.065 Naturalization proceedings, venue. For thepur

posesof naturalization proceedings onfpursuant to federal stat
utes(8 USC 142}, the counties of this state shall tensidered
asone district. A resident of this state wietitions for naturaliza
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tion may file the petition with the 6€e of clerk of circuitcourt
locatedin any of the following cities:

treasuresshall pay the amounts directly to the judges and reporters
and the amounts paidhall be subject to the retirement system

(1) Superior.

(2) Eau Claire.
(3) La Crosse.
(4) Wisconsin Rapids.
(5) Green Bay
(6) Sheboygan.
(7) Ashland.

(8) Wausau.

(20) Janesville.
(11) Fond du Lac.
(12) Madison.
(13) Waukesha.
(14) Kenosha.
(15) Racine.

(16) Elkhorn.

establisheduinderchapter 201, laws of 1937

(b) The state shall pay to the county treasurer in the manner
specifiedin par (a) on behalf ofthe judges and reporters the
requiredemployer contribution rate as provided undetG05
If the required employer contribution ratader the retirement
systemestablished undehapter 201, laws of 1933 greater than
the required employer contribution rate unde4®.05 the state
shallpay 50 percent of the €&fence to the county treasurétor
future retirement benefits, the judges and reporters shall be given
the same consideration as other elected counfigia§ and
countyemployees under the courgtyetirement system. Report
ers covered undethis subsection may be dischad only for
causeand in connection therewitshall be &@brded the same
rightsto a hearing and appeal as employees in the classified state
service.

(4) CourT PERSONNEL;OPTIONS. As state employees, county
court judges, county court reporters, and assistant county court

reportersas specified isub.(1), who are denominated or become
o o ] circuit court judges and reporters on August 1, 1978 pamsons
753.07 Circuit judges; circuit court reporters;  assist-  servingas circuit court judges and circuit court reporters for Mil
ant reporters; salaries; retirement; fringe benefits. waukeeCounty on July 31, 1978, shall have the option of remain
(1) JUDGES AND COURT REPORTERS. Persons serving as countying as participants under county life and health insurance pro
courtjudges in this state on July 31, 1978, shall be denominag@msto the extent of their participation in such programns
circuit court judges as provided ahapter 449, laws of 1973ee  Februaryl, 1978. Thesecretary of administration shall semi
tion491 Persons serving as county court reporters in this stateapihuallypay to the county treasurgursuant to a voucher sub
July 31, 1978, shall be circuit court reporters on August 1, 197%8itted by the clerk of circuit court to the director of state courts,
Personsserving as assistant county court reporters for a courtsgfamount equal to the state contribution for life and health-insur
record,authorized as full-time employees by a county board afice for other comparable state employees. The county shall pay
supervisorsand not paid on a per diem basis and who wetke cost of anypremiums for life and health insurance exceeding
employedin that capacity on February 1, 1978, shalkcieuit  the sum of the state contribution and #maployee contribution as
courtreporters on August 1, 1978. On August 1, 1978, and-therequiredunder the county programs.
after,all circuit court judges in this state shall receive compensa (5) EXERCISED IN WRITING. The options to remain under
tion under s20.923 and as state employestll be subject to chs. ¢ounty programs under this section shallésercised in writing
40and230, except as otherwise provided in this section.  on forms provided by the director of state courts not Ittan

(2) CouRTPERSONNEL;MILWAUKEE COUNTY. Personserving Novemberl, 1978,and the action shall apply retrospectively to
ascircuit court judges and circuit court reporters for Milwaukegugust1, 1978.
Countyon July 31, 1978, shall hawee option of receiving com 6) DETERMINATION. In this section‘required employer con
pensation and continuing as participants in the retirement sysigfi tion rate” means the total amount paid to the retirement fund
establishedinderchapter 201, laws of 193@s follows: for similar participants including actuarially determinadrent

(a) The persons shall continue to receive salaries directly paysts,any prior service amortization costs and any amodint
ablefrom the state in the same amount as they were receivingdiiployeecontributions presently paid by tleenployer These
July 31, 1978, and sucsalaries are subject to4).05 The bal  requiredemployer contribution rates are subjecannual redeter
anceof the salaries authorized under230.12and751.02for the  mination by the actuaries of the respective retirensystems:;
judgesand reporters shall be paigt the secretary of adminisira however,the contribution rates for elected publicfiofals and
tion to the county treasurer pursuant to a voushibmitted by the otheremployees shall be determined separately when the calcula
clerk of circuit courtto the director of state courts. The countyionsare actuarially availablieom the Wsconsin retirement sys
treasuresshall pay the amounts directly to the judges and report@gsn and adopted by the employee trust funds board.
andthe amounts paid are subject to the retirement system estaRistory: 1973 c. 991977 c. 18%.92; 1977 c. 418s.748, 749, 1977 c. 449Stats.
lishedunderchapter 201, laws of 1937 1977s. 753.07; Sup. Ct. Ordé8 Ws. 2d xiii (1979);1981 ¢. 965555, 56, 67; 1981

. .353ss.6, 13, 2003 a. 33
(b) The state shall pay to the county treasurer in the manfer - é

specifiedin par (&) on behalf ofthe judges and reporters thezs53 973 Expenses. A circuit judge shall be reimbursed by
requiredemployer contribution rate as provided unde#®0S e state for actual andecessary itemized expenses incurred in
If the required employer contribution ratader the retirement ¢ gischage of judicial duty outside the county of residence, and
systemestablished undehapter 201, laws of 1935 greater than i, attending meetings of the judicial conference or the committees
the required employer contribution rate unded8.05 the state hereof, and as a judglesignated to serve on the judicial adminis
shallpay 50 percent of the éence to the county treasuréior  yative committee or the subcommittees thereof.
fu_ture retirement be_nefltsz these judges and reporters shall Bistory: 1971 c. 254.19; 1977 c. 18%s.92, 135 1977 c. 273443, Sup. Ct.
giventhe same consideration as other elected coufityatd and  Order,88 Wis. 2d xiii (1979).
countyemployees under the courgtyetirement system. ) _
(3) SaME. Persons serving as county court judgemynty /93.075 Reserve judges; service.
courtreporters and assistant county court reporters, as specifféig section:
in sub.(1), for Milwaukee County on July 31, 1978, shall have the (a) “Permanent reserve judge” means a judge appointed by the
option of receiving compensatiand continuing in the retirement chief justice to serve an assignment for a period of 6 months. Per
systemestablished undeshapter 201, laws of 193 follows: manentreserve judges shall perform the same duties as other
(a) The salaries authorized under230.12and751.02for the judgesand may be reappointed for subsequent periods.
judgesand reporters shall be pdigt the secretary of administra  (b) “Temporary reserve judge” meamgudge appointed by the
tion to the county treasurer pursuant to a voushbmitted by the chiefjustice to serve such specified duties on a day—-by-day basis
clerk of circuit courtto the director of state courts. The countgsthe chief justice may direct.

History: 1973 ¢.12s.37; 1977 c. 18%.92; Stats. 1977 s. 753.065981 c. 332

(1) DerINITIONS. In
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753.075 CIRCUIT COURTS Updated 13-14Wis. Stats. 4

(2) EuciBiLITY. The chief justice of the supreme court may53.19 Operating costs; circuit court. The cost of opera
appointany of the following as a reserve judge: tion of the circuit court for each countgxcept for the salaries of

(a) Any person who has served a total of 6 or more years d§@gesand court reporters provided to be paid by the state, and
supreme court justice, court of appeals judge or a circuit judgeeXceptfor the cost assumed by the state under this chaptehand
(b) Any person who was eligible to serve as a resgrnige 40and230, and except as otherwise provided, shall be paid by the

county.
beforeMay 1, 1992. History: 1973 c.81; 1975 c. 126199, 1977 c. 18%s.92, 135 1977 c. 449Stats.

(3) ComPENSATION. (a) Temporary reserve judges shalh977s.753.191981 c. 96
receiveaper diem equal to 90 percent of the daily salary of a judge’ ?del gggg%g} nggr?] gsrgg%aﬁngkg;elg?&?gtzgussztspzaly I\EhV?I Zl‘gelgg ag Ega\zlo)poimed
of th.e court to Whlc.h the. reserve jque IS aSS|gned' Whl.le serv ervicesof apr;ointed counsel for nor;—indige.nt individu'mjiivil commitmen.t
outsidethe county in which they residemporary reserve JUdg_eShearingshould be paid for by the countgtate ex. rel. Chiarkas Skow 160 Ws.
shall also receiveactual and necessary expenses incurred in thil23 465 N.W2d 625(1991). i
dischage ofjudicial duties. This per diem compensation is nqt Thestate public defendenot the countywas obligated to pay the costs of a neces

g . . ) . _saryexpert witnesses hired by an appointed private attorney without prior approval

subjectto s.40.26but the combined amount of this compensatiogkrequired by rule. Payment ofitNess Fees in State kiuisman167 Ws. 2d 168
and any other judicial compensation together with retiremeng2N.w.2d 665(Ct. App. 1992).
annuitiesunder the Wsconsin retirement system, the Milwaukee )
County retirement fund and other state, countyunicipal, or 723.22 When court to be held. If a matter appointed toe
otherWisconsin governmental retirement funds received by hiigardat a specified time is not heard at the time appointed,
or her during any onealendar year shall not exceed the yearcg{andscontlnued and may be heard at any time, unless the court

compensatiomf a circuit judge.The per diem compensation an rgletrsothl%gv?ws%g
H H Istory: C.
actualand necessargxpenses shall be pald from the appropria Severalfactors are to bbalanced in the discretionary decision whether to grant a

tion under s20.625 (1) (avhen the judge is assigned toiecuit  continuanceincluding: (1) the length of the delay requested; (2) whether the lead

court and from the appropriation unde28.660(1) (a) when the counsehas associates prepared to act in his or her absence; (3) whether other continu
anceshad been requested and received; (4) the convenience or inconvenience to the

judgeis assigned to the court of appeals. parties,witnesses, and the court; and (5) whether the delay seems to be for legitimate
(b) Permanent reserve judges sha” receive Compensaﬁ;}gjfsnzsiRechstmner.\HazeIdenZOOB WI 97 313 Wis. 2d 542753 N.W2d 496
equalto the compensation for the 6—month period of a judge of t
courtto which they are assigned. This compensation is not subjggb o4 Night and Saturday sessions. In each circuit hav
t05.40.26but thecombined amount of this compensation and anyy 4 or more branches, at least one branch stladdule and hold
other judicial compensation together with retirement annuitiegassjonsat least one Saturday and 2 evenings after 6 p.m. per
underthe Wsconsin retirement system, the Milwaukee County,onth. |n each circuit having 2 or 3 branches, at least one branch
retirementiund or other state, counyunicipal or otheWiscon-  spajl hold one session per month Saturday or in the evening
singovernmental retirement funds received by binher during fterg p.m. In single branch circuits, Saturday and evening ses

anyone calendar month shall not exceed one—-twelfth of the yeaglyns may be held as the convenience of the litigants requires.
compensatiorf a circuit judge. Permanent reserve judges shallistory: 1977 c. 449
receivehealth insurance calculated underd§s05 (4)and40.52
(1) or (2) and vacation benefits calculated unde230.35 (1) 753.24 Where court to be held. (1) Circuit court shall be
Compensatiofior permanent reserve judges shall be paid from theld regularly at the county seat.
appropriationunder s20.625 (1) (b) (2) Provisionmay be made, by court rule, for holding canrt
History: 1971 c. 125211; 1973 c. 901975 c. 2241977 c. 291977 c. 18%.92, anycity, Vi”age or town in the County Other thme County seat
1977c. 418ss.749g 749h 1977 c. 449Stats. 1977 s. 753.075979 c. 34.2102 ) P :
(8) (@) 1979 ¢ 381381c.hzo96; A 1810, 1983 a. 271958 a 25361087 Wherethe court finds that there asglequate facilities provided
a.27,143 1989 a. 311991 a. 39269, 1993a. 16ss.3567,3893 1993 a. 4021997  andthere is suffcient business to warrant holding court.
a.237 2005 a. 403 : : : : :
This section does notfefct a presiding judge’powers and jurisdiction. Starke v (3) If court I.S held .In a city or V”Iage located partly in the
Village of Pewaukee85 Ws. 2d 272270 N.W2d 219(1978). countyfrom which the judge was elected and partly in anpther
judgemay hold court, except for trials of criminafafisesany
753.077 Preservation of judgments. Al judgments of Wherein that city or village, the same as if it were entirely within
county courts which were entered prior to August 1, 1978, afee county from which he or she was elected.
judgmentsof the circuit court fothe county where the judgment History: 1977 c. 4491993 a. 246
wasentered. No such judgment may have any othdeefthan
the judgment had when it was originally entered.
History: 1977 c. 449

753.26 Office and records to be kept at county seat.

Exceptin branches Nos. 4, 5, and 7tbé circuit court for Rock

County,everycircuit judge in this state shall maintain in his or her
h office, at the county seat dfie county in which the judge holds
office, all of the books, papers, and records of the cdln& ofice
andthe books, papers, and recoadshe circuit judge shall at all
reasonableéimes be open to access and inspection by any person
having any business witthe books, papers, and records of the
court, except as otherwise provided by .la@riginals of judg

ntsor orders made under circuit court jurisdictiorbedinches

0s.4, 5,and 7 of the Rock County circuit court in Beloit, shall
be kept at the county seat.

History: 1977 c. 4491979 c. 651987 a. 752001 a. 103

753.09 Jury. The jurors shall be summonedappear at suc
time as the presiding judge directs.
History: 1977 c. 18%.92, 1977 c. 449Stats. 1977 s. 753.09.

753.10 Attendance of officers, pay; opening court.

(3) Unlessotherwise directed by the presiding judge, rfaef,
otherthan the clerk, shall be paid for attending court or the jud
if the court is not engaged in the trial of jury cases. Evdigeof
attendingcourt upon the order of thpgesiding judge shall have the
samepowers and authoritgs the sheffif and shall be paid out of
the county treasuryupon the certificate dhe judge, compensa 753 30 Clerk of circuit court; duties, powers. (1) The

tion equal to that fixed by the county board. No sudle@fmay cjerk of circuit court shall keep the books and records under s.
be paid for any day when th@urt is not in session unless speciallgg 40 (2) (a)to (i) and ch.799 and perform the duties under s.

orderedby the presiding judge. 59.40(2) (j) to (q) for all matters in the circuit court except those
(4) Whenthe court is opened by proclamation it shall be in thgnderchs 48, 54, and851t0879. In counties having only one <ir

following words: cuit judge, the circuit judge, with the approval of the chief judge

Hearye! hearye! hear ye! the circuit court for the county of ...of the judicial administrative district, may appoint the clerk of

is now open. Silence is commanded. courtregister in probateThe appointments are revocable at the

History: 1977 c. 18%.92; 1977 c. 334Stats. 1977 s. 753.10. pleasureof the circuit judge. Appointments and revocations shall
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be in writing and shall be filed in thefigke of the register in pro  753.32 Clerks, etc., not to be appraisers.  No clerk or

bate. If appointed for this purpose, the clerk has the powers aoither person employed in thefafe of any circuit judge may be

dutiesof registers in probatdn prosecutions of ordinance viela appointedcommissioner or appraiser in any matter that is within

tions in the circuit court incounties having a population ofthejurisdiction of the judge or of the circuit court.

500,0000r more,an assistant chief deputy clerk appointed underHistory: 1977 c. 449

sub.(3) (a) or one of his or her deputies, shall enter upon the

recordsof the court a statement of théesfsechaged, which shall 753.34 Circuit court for Menominee and Shawano

standas the complaint, unless the court directs formal complagaunties. (1) Menominee Countghall not be granized sepa

be made. The defendastplea shall be guilty or not guiltgnd ratelyfor circuit court purposes, butaspart of a joint circuit court

shallbe entered as not guilty on failure to plead, which plembf for Menominee and Shawano counties, which constitusasgie

guilty shall put all matters in such case at issue, any ptoei-  judicial district. No circuit judge for Menominé&ounty may be

sions of law notwithstanding. electedseparatelybut the duly elected judges of the circuit court
(2) In counties with multibranch circuit courts, the clerk of cirfor Menominee and Shawano counties shailVe as judges of the

cuit court may appoint one or more deputies for each branch.Ciicuit. The books, papers and records of tlie@bf the judges
deputyappointedo serve a particular branch may serve any oth&pallbe kept at the county seat of the county in which each has his

branchof the circuit court. or her principal dice or, at the discretion of the judges, at either
(3) In counties having a population of 500,000 or more tHe both count.y sc_agts. L .
clerk of the circuit court shall: (2) Eachcircuit judge for thesircuit court for Menominee and

Shawanacounties may appoint a register in probate or may jointly
appointone register in probate to serve the court. If one register

and ordinance matters in circuit coutistthe clerk of the circuit I Probate serves the court, théiae of the register in probate

courtor such chief deputy clerk shall sigh extradition requisi shallbe in the c.it.y of Shawano. . .
tion papers as required by law (3) Thequalified electors of Menominee Courslyall be ek

1. The assistant chief deputy clerk or one of his or her depuffidl€ to vote at every election for circuit judge.
shallbe present at easlession of the circuit court assigned crimi_ (4) The county boards of Menominee County and Shawano
nal and traffic cases and shall perform all ministerial acts requirdgountyshall enter into an agreement prorating the jexgtendi
by and under the direction of the judges, aen the court is not turesinvolved in conducting the circuit court, and for such-pur
in session, may take bail for the appearance of any person urifgesthe county board of Menominee County negpropriate,
arrestbefore the courts for a misdemeanordrafic violation, ~evy and collect a sum each yearfgiént to pay its share of the
subjectto revision by the courts; the clerk or one of his or her-depgxpensesbut no portion of the initial cost, or amortization of debt
ties, shall issue all processes under the cieridnd and the seal On the Shawano Countgourthouse or repaimaintenance or
of the court and attest it in the name of the judge, signing it by iR@Provementof the same or items which are taxable costs
title of office, and shall tax costs; the clerk or afiis or her dep  betweenthe parties shall be included as a joint expendifoire
uties,may issue warrants upon complaint filed in writing and updiorationpurposes. If the 2 county boards are unable to agree on
oathin all cases. The complaintgarrants, recognizance, com proratingthe joint expenditures involved, then the ciraourt
mitments,attachments, venires, subpoenas anothdr writs and judgesfor the circuit_ court f(_)r Menomine_e and Shav_vano counties
papersin the courts shall be in substance in the form proviged shall, underappropriate notice and hearing, determine the prorat
rulesduly adopted and published by the judicial conference. ing of the expenditures, dhe basis of the volume and character

2. In prosecutions of ordinance violations in the court, tH Work and responsibilities, to each coyniyder suclprocedure
clerk, or oneof the clerks deputies, shall enter upon the record@Sthey prescribe. If the circuit judges amable to agree, the chief
of the court a statement of thdesfse chaged, which shalstand judgeof the judicial administrative district shall make the deter
asthe complaint, unless the court directs foreahplaint to be Mination. . .
made; then the defendaplea shall be guilty or not guiltand (5) Thecourt may order proceedings held at the county seat in
shallbe entered as not guilty on failure to plead, which plembf MenomineeCounty or at the county seat in Shawano Coonty
guilty shall put all matterim the case at issue, any other provisioptherappropriate place. The prog@ace of trial of civil and crim
of law notwithstanding. inal actions commenced in the court shall be the place in either

3. The clerk and deputies and the pobiiicers attending the Countywhere the judge orders proceedings held. _
circuit court branches assigned criminal anditrafses and serv ~ (6) A single perspective juror list shall be prepared for the cir
ing its process shall receive no fee. cuit court for Menominee and Shawano counties.

(b) Appoint, under s$3.01t063.16 an assistant chief deputy  (7) All fines andall costs and fees collected in circuit court for
clerk of circuit court for the exclusive handling of the clerwork ~Menomineeand Shawano counties in causes of action araiig
in all civil matters in circuit court excluding probate and juvenilef Menominee County shall be accounted for and paid over under
matters. 5.59.40 (2) (m)o the county treasurer of Menominee County and

(c) Appoint, under s$3.01t063.16 an assistant chief deputyin causes of action arising oof Shawano County shall be
clerk for the exclusive handling of the cleskvork in the branches accountedor and paid over under $9.40 (2) (m)o thecounty
of court assigned juvenile matters. treasurer of Shawano County

(d) The clerk of the circuit court is the department head of the (8) All process and pleadings and documents of the court shall
clerk of courts department of the circuit for the coyreycept De entitled, “Circuit Court for Menominee and Shawabour

branchesassigned probate jurisdiction, as to all personnet, préeS’- _ '
curementpudget and related matters. Wilglsztg% (11%%1:. 4491981 c. 3171995 a. 201Sup. Ct. Order Nc6-08 207

(4) The clerk of circuit court shallprovide the medical

examiningboard with a certified copy of an order of a circuit court53.35 Rules of practice and trial court administration.
in which a physician licensed under subi¢tof ch. 448is found (1) A circuit court maysubject to thepproval of the chief judge
negligentin treating a patient. The clerk of circuit court spatt  of the judicialadministrative district, adopt and amend rules-gov
vide a certified copy of an order under this subsection no later th@ing practice itthatcourt that are consistent with rules adopted
7 business days after the entry of such a court order unders.751.12and statutes relating to pleading, practice, and pro

History: 1977 c. 4491979 c. 33.92 (16) 1995 a. 2011997 a. 31,2005 2. 387 cedure. The court shall file each adoptedamended rule with the

A non-judicial oficer performing a ministerial function at the behest of judge actclerk of circuit court. Except for a rule adopted or amended as an

ing in his or her judicial capacity is entitled to absolute immunity from civil liability "
Fordv. Kenosha Countyl60 Ws. 2d 485466 N.W2d 646(1991). emergencyule, the court shall file an adopted or amended rule

(a) Appoint, under s63.01t063.16 an assistant chief deputy
clerk for the exclusive handling of the cleskvork in all criminal
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prior to the rules efective date. The clerk of circuit court shallshallsend a copy of the filed adopted or amended rule to the clerks
senda copy of the filed adopted or amended rule to the secretafycircuit courtin the judicial administrative district, the secre
of thelocal bar association in that circuit, the court administrategriesof the local bar associatioisthe district, the State Bar of
for that judicial administrative district, the State Bar as®@nsin, Wisconsin,the statdaw library, and the dfce of the director of
the state law libraryand the dfce of the director of state courts. statecourts. A person may submit to the chief judge of the judicial
A person may submit to the court written commenta aule for - administrativedistrict written comments on a rule for the chief
the court's consideration in determining whether revisionth& judge’sconsideration in determining whether revision ofrilie
rule is needed. The clerk of circuit court shall print and makeneeded. The clerks of circaiburt in the judicial administrative
availableto the public, atost, all rules adopted or amended undegfistrict shall print and make available to the public, at cost, all
this section. rulesadopted undeBCR 70.34

(2) Thechief judge of the judicial administrative district shall (3) The State Bar of Wconsin, the state law librargnd the
file a local rule of trial court administration adopted or amendegh ks of court to whom copies of rules are sent under this section

under SCR 70.34with the court administrator for the judicial sha)|serve as repositories of the rules sent to them under(sjibs.
administrativedistrict. The chief judge of the judiciatiministra and(2).

tive district shall file the locatule prior to the rule’efective date. 51y sup. ct. Order N®3-14 185 Wis. 2d xv (1994); Sup. Ct. Order No.
The court administrator for th@udicial administrative district 94-09 187 Ws. 2d xix (1994)1995 a. 2251997 a. 352001 a. 103
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